204	How to know the Indian Waders.
variegated. Above it is brown, with a buff streak along
the crown and a white band bordering it; the upper
tail-coverts and a band on the wing are white, and the
wing and tail-quills marked with black and white. The
throat is cream-colour running into chestnut, bordered
below by a black-edged white band, and this by a
broad space of brown ; this again ending in black • and
white bands ; below this all is yellowish-white.
The bill is yellow at the base and black at the tip, the
eyes dark, and the legs yellowish-white. I believe the
young are spotted, from a specimen we had in the Indian
Museum. The length is just over ten inches, the wing
six-and-a-half, shank about two-and-three-quarters and
bill about one.
The Double-banded Plover, as Jerdon called this bird,
is very rare, and, unlike our other Coursers and true Plov-
ers, haunts scrubby eou. try and even thin forest. Only
& few specimens have been obtained between the Goda-
very and Madras, and the eggs have never been found.
There are several species of these banded Coursers in
Africa, and the present one is evidently an expiring relic
of the time when African types inhabited India to a much
greater extent, as shown by the SiwaJik fossil mammals.
The Pratincoles, with their broad heads, somewhat fowl-
like bills, long swallow-like wings, are all very similar in
build ; they have a hind-toe, and the inner edge of the
middle front one noticeably serrated. They all have
dark eyes, black legs, and black bills, red at the corner of
the mouth.
The Large Indian Pratincole.
Glareola orientalis, blanfokd, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds,  Vol. IV, p. 214.
This species is brown with a white belly, forked white
tail tipped with black, and wing-lining and axillary

